
Michigan’s Brandon Graham re-
corded two sacks and forced a fumble, 
winning the Most Valuable Player 
Award as his North teammates ended 
a two-game losing streak to the South 
with a 31-13 victory in the sold-out 2010 
Under Armour Senior Bowl Saturday at 
Ladd-Peebles Stadium.

“Tonight just showed everyone what 
I’m all about,” Graham said. “I’m going 
hard, 100 percent, all day and everyday 
and that whoever gets me is going to 
love me.

“The award is secondary,” Graham 
said of  his MVP honors. “I’m just happy 
that my hard work is paying off.”

The North jumped out to a quick 3-0 
lead on Michigan State placekicker Brett 
Swenson’s 43-yard field goal. The South 
tied the game on its next possession 
when Alabama’s Leigh Tiffin drilled a 
43-yarder of  his own.

The North responded, taking a 10-3 
lead when Oregon’s LeGarrette Blount 
exploded for a 14-yard touchdown run 
in the second minute of  the second 
quarter. 

At the 10-minute mark, a high snap 
flew over the head of  South quarterback 
Jarrett Brown and Murray State’s Aus-
ten Lane picked it up. 

Lane’s six-yard return went for a 
touchdown and extended the North’s 
lead to 17-3.

Tiffin once again answered a North 
score with a field goal, driving a 
33-yarder to cut the deficit to 17-6 with 
three minutes remaining in the frame.

 Minutes later and with just seven 
seconds left, Oklahoma State’s Zac 
Robinson connected with Alabama tight 
end Colin Peek for a 19-yard touchdown 
pass, cutting the North’s lead to 17-13 to 
end the half.

The South was shutout throughout 
the entire second half  as the North 
scored 14 unanswered points via the 
North’s Most Outstanding Player Award 
winner, Central Michigan’s Dan LeFe-
vour. 

LeFevour ran for a one-yard touch-
down with four minutes left in the third 
while also throwing for six points on a 
32-yard touchdown pass to Cincinnati’s 
Mardy Gilyard to cap the North’s scor-
ing at 31.

The South would try to gain mo-
mentum during the fourth quarter as 
Florida’s Tim Tebow led the South to 
several first downs before being stripped 
of  the ball by Utah’s Koa Misi.

The fumble ended a rough week for 
Tebow, as the Florida QB struggled with 
throat illness all week. Tebow was 8-of-
12 passing for just 50 yards and added 
four yards on four rushes.

Tebow entered the Senior Bowl as 
the most decorated athlete in NCAA 
football history and he will leave it a 
questionable first day draft pick.

“I’m definitely open to changing my 
fundamentals,” Tebow said. “I think 
that I showed that by just being here 
this week. If  you just watched the way 
I played, you could tell that there are 
some things for me to fix. I see that, and 
I’m going to work it out.”

The game featured nine turnovers, 
with six belonging to the South. Three 
belonged to the North while two of  the 
South’s turnovers led to North touch-
downs, becoming the difference in the 
final score.

The game also featured the game’s 
first sellout since failing to fill up Ladd-
Peebles for the 2009 game, a special feat 
coming off  the Senior Bowl’s rumored 
move to Jacksonville during this past 
summer.

The North was coached by Jim 
Schwartz of  the Detroit Lions while the 
South was coached by Tony Sparano 
and his Miami Dolphins coaching staff.

The game was broadcast by the NFL 
Network and was attended by more than 
40,000 people.

Kickoff  was at 3 p.m. and was 
played at temperatures near 40 degrees 
throughout the game.

Editor’s note: Sports Editor Matt Weaver 
contributed to this story.
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More than 800 NFL coaches, scouts, 
and general managers watched each 
player over Senior Bowl week. Since last 
Monday, some players have helped their 
draft stock while others have watched 
theirs plummet.

Stock up 

Brandon Graham (DE) Michigan: 
Landed the MVP award with an 
impressive game on Saturday. He 
has shown no problem getting to the 
quarterback, recording two sacks and a 
forced fumble during Saturday’s game. 
Graham showed great athleticism for a 
defensive end and was arguably the best 
player there.

Dexter McCluster (WR/RB) Ole 
Miss: Despite having two fumbles in 
Saturday’s game, McCluster improved 
his stock dramatically. He proved to 
scouts that despite his small stature, 
he could still be effective at the next 
level, both at the running back and slot 
receiver positions. McCluster showed 
this week that he has good hands and 
great speed on the perimeter and could 
be used much like Percy Harvin or 
DeSean Jackson in the NFL.

LeGarrette Blount (RB) Oregon: 
Showed all week that he is just a very 
classy guy who made a mistake in 
punching Boise State’s Byron Hout. 
Blount is a big back that showed the 
ability to break tackles and should be an 
effective pass blocker. He has good speed 
and quickness as well as the agility to 
make nice cuts. The only downside with 
Blount is his pass-catching skill.

Riley Cooper (WR) Florida: 
Scouts were amazed with his big-play 
potential last week as he made several 
long-yardage plays, including a few 
one-handed catches that had scouts in 
awe. Riley showed great route-running 
ability and nice hands all week. He must 
work on getting off  press coverage as he 
struggled getting off  the line throughout 
the week.

Mardy Gilyard (WR) Cincinnati: 
Gilyard has shown all the explosiveness 

to make plays at the next level. He is 
able to get off  press coverage better 
than all of  his peers and once Gilyard 
makes the catch he’s hard to tackle. 
He has shown problems all week with 
consistently catching the ball but 
improved overall, impressing scouts with 
his athleticism.

Andre Roberts (WR) The Citadel: 
Arguably the best receiver for the South 
this week. He showed all week that he 
has the athleticism and receiving skills 
to play at the next level. He has soft and 
natural hands that allow for big plays. 
He makes clutch catches and adjusted to 
some off-target throws to make the grabs 
and should move up a full draft round as 
a result.

Geno Atkins (DT) Georgia: Showed 
the quickness and explosiveness to make 
plays in the opposing backfield. He went 
up against bigger linemen all week and 
showed his strength to get off  blocks and 
could become a first-day pick in April.

Kyle Wilson (CB) Boise State: The 
best cornerback in the game this year. 
He showed great hips and the ability to 
change directions quickly. He does not 
have great speed but makes up for it 
with brute physicality.

Stock down

Tim Tebow (QB) Florida: Tebow has 
all the tools to be an excellent fullback 
but unfortunately for Tebow, he is a 
quarterback and will market himself  as 
such to the NFL for April’s draft. Tebow 
showed slippery hands on Saturday, 
fumbling twice and failing to hit his 
receivers from within the pocket. Tebow 
was still the star of  the Senior Bowl and 
will likely serve the same role in April. 
It is just unfortunate that he will not get 
picked until day two.

Terrence Cody (DT) Alabama: 
He weighed in at 370, about 15 to 20 
pounds heavier than his playing weight 
before the National Championship. He 
struggled in one-on-ones this week, and 
linemen were driving him back and 
planting him on the ground. Fatigue is 
also a concern as Cody has made some 
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